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THE GORDON'S MILL 
FARMING CLUB 1758--1764 

J. H. S M I T H  

Eighteenth-century farming clubs played an important part in the history 
of British agriculture. 

The Minutes of the Gordon's Mill Farming Club are therefore extremely 
valuable, showing as they do how a small group of lairds, farmers and 
university scholars set about the task of applying the new scientific know- 
ledge of the mid-eighteenth century to their own circumstances and needs. 
Membership of the Club included several important figures such as Sir 
Archibald Grant, Robert Barclay, Francis Douglas, and Dr Thomas Reid, 
and had as its secretary Dr Thomas Gordon, Humanist at King's College, 
Aberdeen, whose insistence on a proper understanding of the purpose and 
method of agricultural experiments was an important contribution to the 
history of Aberdeenshire agriculture. 
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