Letters to

28 April 1985
Dear Sir,

It is apparent from the content and style of his
paper on British Agricultural Policy since the Second
World War (Vol 33, Part 1, pp 66-76) that Mr ] K
Bowers is an enthusiastic subscriber to the con-
spiracy theory of history. Indeed at one point he
declares that criticism of the policy was reduced
because ‘everybody with the knowledge of the
details was likely, one way or another to be part of
the system’. The implication of his paper is that
successive Ministers of Agriculture and Chancellors
of the Exchequer of successive Governments of
differing political ideologies, together with their
supporters, scnior civil servants and agricultural
cconomists were all part of a gigantic and continuing
plot to featherbed the farmer {to use a famous phrase
from the era) at the expense of the taxpayer. The
further implication is that this policy was not only
misguided but that those involved dcliberately sct
out to deccive the taxpayer. Mr Bowers refers to
new arguments being ‘introduced’ or ‘found’ to
justify the continuation of price support policies;
thus implying that the Government had other
rcasons for their actions. His paper would then have
been more balanced if he had considered the
possibility that the policies were indeed right and
thus fully justified at the time. As a result of this
failure, 1 fear that his paper does not meet the high
standard of objectivity which members of our
Society expect in their journal.

This unbalanced interpretation of recent history
would perhaps not matter too much if it were not for
the open attack on present day farming contained in
the closing paragraphs of the paper. Not only is this
attack misplaced in a historical study of this kind, it
is, in a number of respects, misleading or worse,
inaccurate. The misleading statements can be identi-
ficd by phrases such as “There has clearly been . . .
but this still awaits documentation’ or ‘It could
indeed be said . . . . The inaccuracy is to be found
in his statement that ‘Existing plans by Water
Authorities will, if carried through, climinate vir-
tually all the wetland grazing marsh in England and
Wales'. 1 can claim to have considerable knowledge

21§
the Editor

of the land drainage activities and plans of Water
Authorities and I know of no plans of the kind
described by Mr Bowers. Indeed the recent cuts in
drainage expenditure imposed by the Minister of
Agriculture Fisheries and Food will result in a
significant reduction in the already modest plans of
Water Authorities. I hope therefore that your readers
will not be misled into accepting Mr Bowers’
assessment of the relationship between agriculture
and the countryside. In this context, it would
perhaps have been helpful if the ‘Notes on Contribu-
tors” had contained a reference to Mr Bowers’ close
links with the conservation movement.

Yours faithfully,
A F Longworth
CBE, BSc

Howicks

Nonnington Lane

Graffham

Petworth

W Sussex
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12 June 1985
Dear Editor,

I do not subscribe to a conspiracy theory of
agricultural policy formation nor am I a conspirator
in something called the Conservation Movement.
The sources for the information and views in the
latter part of my paper arc to be found in the
footnoted references. The question of standards is, of
course, a matter for you and your referees.

Yours sincerely,
J K Bowers

School of Economic Studies
University of Leeds
Leeds, LS2 9T

Members will note the Society does not accept responsi-
bility for the opinions expressed by contributors, and that
this is indicated on the rear cover of the Review.
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The Agrarian History of England
and Wales

Volume V, 1640-1750
Part 1: Regional Farming Systems; Part II: Agrarian Change

Edited by JOAN THIRSK

The first detailed study of English and Welsh agriculture anc agricultural change in this

period, written by nineteen scholars who have used extensively original archives in local

record offices, as well as central records. PartI £35.00 net
PartI1 £55.00 net

Science and Civilisation in China
Volume VI: Biology and Biological Technology

JOSEPH NEEDHAM

Part II: Agriculture
FRANCESCA BRAY

Francesca Bray, working closely with Joseph Needham, and drawing on her own first-hand
research in China, has produced the most comprehensive study of Chinese agriculture to be
published in the West.

“The portrayal of Chinese agriculture requires the broad brush of generality and the
miniaturist’s stroke of critical detail. This monumental and important book has both in fuil
measure.’ Nature £50.00 net

Prehistoric Farming in Europe
GRAEME BARKER

Graeme Barker draws upon his own extensive knowledge of European archaeology to
produce an account of prehistoric farming in Europe on a unique scale. He uses modern
archaeological techniques to reconstruct the lives of prehistoric farmers in remarkable detail.
Not only do we now have a vivid picture of the prehistoric farmyard, but we know what
animals were kept, how they were fed and why they were bred. Hard covers £27.50 net

New Studies in Archaeology Paperback £9.95 net

Neolithic Europe: A Survey
ALASDAIR WHITTLE

Neolithic Europe is a wide-ranging, thematic survey of the archaeological evidence for the
period 8000-2000 BC. The last hunting and food collecting societies of Europe are discussed,
but the book’s main coverage is the Neolithic period when agriculture was adopted as the
dominant force in European society. Hard covers £27.50 net

New Studies in Archaeology Paperback £9.95 net
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