Joan Thirsk Memorial Prize

The Joan Thirsk Memorial Prize was awarded at this year’s Spring Seminar to
Claas Kirchhelle for his book, Pyrrhic Progress: the history of antibiotics in Anglo-American
food production, published by Rutgers University Press.

Pyrrhic
Progress

On presenting the prize, Paul Brassley, the President of the Society, said: “The year 2020 will
be remembered for several bad things, but among the good things that happened was the
emergence of a larger crop of Thirsk Prize candidates than ever before: ten books, with authors
from six different countries, on topics ranging from early medieval pigs to the problems of the
Common Agricultural Policy. It is never easy to decide upon the best in such a diverse field, but
in a plague year it was always going to be difficult to ignore a book that deals with the history
of a potentially major factor in the next pandemic, given the significance of antimicrobial
resistance. Consequently, this year’s Thirsk Prize has been awarded to Claas Kirchhelle for
Pyrrhic Progress, a meticulously researched and compelling analysis of the differences between
Britain and the USA in the use and control of antibiotics in agriculture.



